"What counts in life is not the mere fact that we have lived, it is what difference we have made to the lives of others that will determine the significance of the life we lead." -Nelson Mandela.
The above quote pertinently refers to our beloved Professor Kariyappal Siddappa, who made the difference to the lives of the current generation of dermatologists in India.
Prof. K. Siddappa was born on April 5, 1931, in an agricultural family belonging to Kaginelli village in Shivamogga district of Karnataka. He was married to Smt. Manjula Siddappa and they were life partners in true sense. (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) (1982) (1983) (1984) (1985) (1986) (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) . He was instrumental in setting up a dermatology department of great repute at Davanagere. Following retirement, he continued as Professor Emeritus in the same department.
His grand rounds on every Wednesday between 9 am and 12 pm used to be the best learning experience for all the postgraduate students. He was a strict disciplinarian about time and commitment to patients. His passion for learning and teaching was commendable. Instilling academic interest among residents was the best quality he had. His
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Obituary camaraderie with other dermatologists all over India is well known. His students are proud to introduce themselves as his disciples.
His service to our specialty and association is well known. He was the national Secretary of IADVL and National IADVL President in 1990. He was the Project Director for the well-known and widely read "IADVL Textbook of Dermatology, Venereology and Leprosy," and contributed the chapters: syphilis and nonvenereal treponematoses, skin in systemic disease, LGV, and sarcoidosis. Now, it has seen four editions and is the most widely read textbook on dermatology in India.
Till his last breath, he served the patients with updated knowledge. He believed in being the "best student of dermatology." IADVL -Karnataka has instituted "Lifetime achievement award" in his name. The first such award was given at CUTICON, Bijapur [ Figure 
